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writings within a two-year period. Was Royce an influential public
intellectual on the antimonopoly question? Did his indecisiveness
exemplify indecisiveness about the cultural meanings of squatting
generally? Much more straightforward is the intriguing story of
Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton, whose land investment career strad-
dled both sides of the squatter–land grantee divide. In a novel reflect-
ing her own experiences, Ruiz de Burton pitted landowners against
the railroads that she saw as the true enemies of progress and
community.

By the end of the century, the railroads had transformed life in
California, making or breaking cities, providing farmers with access
to market or denying them. While few sought the return of the self-
sufficient homesteader, politicians now fought the railroads with the
same discourse about the evils of monopoly once used against land
sharks and speculators. Some reformers considered railroads ‘‘nat-
ural monopolies’’ best nationalized and regulated like public utili-
ties; others advocated for minimal regulation, seeing the prosperity
of the railroads and the state as inextricably interlinked.

Shelton’s book masterfully incorporates archival research and
literary close reading, to build a narrative about the changing valence
of land possession in California in the nineteenth century. In a book
about California, a section about the politics of land squatting in
Bleeding Kansas feels a bit out of place, and Shelton’s chapter on
squatters in fiction and history is not as confidently executed as the
rest of the book. These caveats aside, Shelton’s book adds valuably to
the existing literature on land reform and is a must-read for anyone
doing research on that topic.

JAMIE L. BRONSTEINNew Mexico State University

Latinos at the Golden Gate: Creating Community & Identity in San Fran-
cisco. By Tomás F. Summers Sandoval Jr. (Chapel Hill, University of
North Carolina Press, 2013. xv þ 237 pp. $39.95 cloth)

Because of the diverse Latin American–origin population it has
historically attracted, San Francisco stands as one of the first
‘‘Latino’’ cities of America. Latinos at the Golden Gate traces two pro-
cesses: how a varied Latin American–origin population became
a Latino community between the Gold Rush and the 1970s, and
how Latinidad, a sense of cultural interconnectedness that sur-
mounted differences in nationality and citizenship, was forged and
articulated in certain institutions and moments of struggle.
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Unlike other Californios who gradually lost economic and polit-
ical power over the late nineteenth century, those living in San
Francisco experienced this loss more swiftly because of a large influx
of white forty-niners. Summers Sandoval also argues that because
stops in Chile, Mexico, and Panama quickened east-west travel, ‘‘pas-
sage to San Francisco meant passage through Latin America,’’ solid-
ifying whites’ ideas of Latinos as racially nonwhite and inferior
(p. 29). In search of more tangible community and respect, a diverse
Spanish-speaking constituency funded the construction of a Catholic
church in the ‘‘Latin Quarter’’ of North Beach in the late nine-
teenth century. After World War II, however, urban development
pushed Latinos to the South of Market Area (SoMA) and the Mis-
sion District. The latter became a haven for many including Mex-
icanos escaping agricultural labor, Puerto Ricans who jumped ship
instead of becoming Hawaiian sugar workers, and Central Ameri-
cans fleeing economic and political turbulence at home.

Fascinating but brief discussions about mid-twentieth-century
Spanish-language newspapers, Latino business owners, and Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service (INS) investigations of immigrants in
the city’s sex industry will leave readers wishing that the author had
written more on these topics. The latter half of the book focuses on
the postwar activism of the Mission Coalition Organization, the case
of Los Siete (seven Latino youths accused of killing a police officer),
and Third World student activism at San Francisco State University
that resulted in a Raza Studies program. Making use of organizers’
papers and oral histories, Summers Sandoval rightly intertwines the
city’s African American and Latino pasts in these later chapters.

Since the 1970s, San Francisco has stayed at the center of
Latino struggles such as United Farm Workers boycotts, the sanctu-
ary movement, and today’s tech industry–related eviction crisis. The
book’s epilogue references this last issue but does not pack a strong
analytic punch. Instead, it closes with the vague assertion that this
study of Latino San Francisco helps fill ‘‘cracks . . . and fissures’’ in
U.S. history by focusing on immigrants and community activism
(p. 186). Clearer intellectual takeaway is needed here. In what exact
ways is San Francisco an exceptional or emblematic city in Latino
history writ large? How does Latinidad in San Francisco compare to
that in other cities like Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, or Miami?
Summers Sandoval argues for his book’s importance as a Latino
community study, but he sells it short by not elaborating on its utility
for other fields such as Catholic, civil rights, and urban history.

Because it is such fertile ground for creating complex, multi-
national Latino histories, San Francisco is a simultaneously exciting
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and challenging research site. Further scholarship is necessary and
sure to come, but what Summers Sandoval has accomplished here is
a valuable contribution to that conversation.

LORI A. FLORESState University of New York at Stony Brook

Ethnic Historians and the Mainstream: Shaping America’s Immigration
Story. Edited by Alan M. Kraut and David A. Gerber. (New Bruns-
wick, Rutgers University Press, 2013. xvi þ 208 pp. $85 cloth, $28.95
paper, $28.95 digital)

Ethnic Historians and the Mainstream links two different strands
of academic writing that have become a part of late twentieth-century
and early twenty-first-century discourse: the memoir as a genre of
seeking historical ‘‘truths’’ and, in turn, the historiographical essay
that traces legacies and the transformation of scholarly production.
The latter is, of course, less new than the former. The methodolog-
ical framework for this volume revolves around the question: ‘‘How
do historians come by their calling as scholars and decide on the
projects that eventuate in the books by which they become known?’’
(p. 3). In the published work of their contributors, the editors
sensed ‘‘an unusual degree of empathy’’ with those they researched
(p. 2). That they had coupled their own cultural otherness with the
marginality of their subjects was, the editors argue here, something
to be explored and explained.

The book’s contributors have a lot to tell about the fields of
immigration history and ethnic studies, and they offer provoking re-
flections on (1) the state of these intertwined fields; (2) why the fields
have developed in particular directions (specifically linked to each
author’s personal journeys); and (3) the creation itself of primary
source material that is included in telling private, family, and profes-
sional stories. Each chapter incorporates both autobiographical and
historical analysis. Thus, the authors make decisions about how and
what to reveal about history and their own personal pasts. The con-
tributions take two different approaches to the task of assessing the
relationship between scholarly intimacy and the discipline of history’s
empiricist call. In the first approach, authors focus on the way they
struggled for the inclusion of topics hitherto outside the mainstream.
In the second approach, contributors tend to disclose more personal
histories to assess how their work and lives re-centered the intellectual
debates. The first approach privileges the personal over the profes-
sional, while the second approach does the reverse.
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