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between kin, extended family, and close family friends. Through the
practice of god-parenting one another’s children, bonds of trust,
responsibility, and affection were reinforced between Mexipinos,
Mexicans, and Filipinos. And these religious practices mattered.
God-parentage and baptismal rituals brought together Mexipinos,
Mexicans, and Filipinos at the household level where everyday inter-
actions gave rise to trilingualism (Tagalog, English, and Spanish)
among Mexipinos. After the abolishment of the National Origins
Act in 1965, an influx of Filipino immigrations made San Diego the
second-largest destination for Filipinos in the nation. However, in-
termixing between Mexicans and Filipinos has recently waned
despite the arrival of recent immigrants. Paradoxically, without the
system of racialization in place, the Mexipino community, numeri-
cally, has slowed.

Becoming Mexipino is an important scholarly work in critical
mixed-race studies, itself a relatively new field of scholarly inquiry.
Guevarra’s splendid narrative of Mexipinos in the greater San Diego
region reminds us of the mutability of racial categories and the man-
ner in which everyday adjustments against systematic racism helped to
produce vibrant, multiethnic communities. Its blended use of oral
histories and demographic data makes for a fine read that students
and scholars of ethnic studies and social history will eagerly esteem.

GRACE PEÑA DELGADOUniversity of California, Santa Cruz

Palomino: Clinton Jencks and Mexican-American Unionism in the Ameri-
can Southwest. By James J. Lorence. (Urbana, University of Illinois
Press, 2013. xxii þ 266 pp. $55)

This last book by late historian James J. Lorence is the capstone
to decades-long research on the International Union of Mine, Mill,
and Smelter Workers and Anglo American representative Clint
Jencks, nicknamed ‘‘El Palomino’’ for his striking blond hair. Using
an impressive array of archival sources, oral histories, and personal
correspondence with Jencks himself, Lorence crafts a biography of
a key Southwestern labor organizer operating in the stifling anti-
Communist climate of Cold War America.

Raised during the Depression amidst Colorado’s mining districts,
Jencks witnessed firsthand clashes between labor and management.
His early indignation at workers’ mistreatment drew him
to Communist and Socialist ideology, and in college he led the Amer-
ican Student Union, characterized as a mix of ‘‘Socialists, Trotskyites,
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Leninites, Laborites, and peace-at-any-price pacifists’’ (p. 17). He later
moved to St. Louis and met his future wife, Virginia Derr Halley,
a woman equally committed to social justice. The two became roman-
tically involved as they extricated themselves from their respective
marriages.

When Jencks accepted a Mine-Mill organizer position in Grant
County, New Mexico, the couple entered a Mexican American com-
munity like many others where social and educational discrimination,
and a lower ‘‘Mexican wage’’ in the workplace, were common fea-
tures. As president of Local 890 Jencks trained several Mexican
American shop stewards and advocated for a women’s auxiliary.
Later, to circumvent an anti-picketing injunction during the 1950–
1952 strike against the Empire Zinc Corporation, union members
voted to have women take over the picket line. The successful strike
became the subject of Salt of the Earth, a controversial film in the
McCarthy era for its themes of worker empowerment (the Jenckses
and various community members played themselves) and because of
the blacklisted Hollywood professionals who created it.

Lorence gives interesting, but brief, details about the strike and
film—readers are expected to have seen or read about Salt of the
Earth elsewhere—and focuses instead on how Jencks became the
target of anti-Communist campaigns. As the first union leader pros-
ecuted under the Taft-Hartley Act’s non-Communist affidavit provi-
sion, he endured a five-year legal battle until the U.S. Supreme
Court dismissed his case in 1957. Jettisoned by Mine-Mill after his
trial, Jencks experienced the frustration of being ‘‘politically unem-
ployable’’ until he pursued graduate studies in economics and
became a professor at San Diego State University (p.160).

The personal story running parallel to the political one in Pal-
omino is that of Jencks’s failings as a husband and father. For all his
public feminism, Jencks provoked private ‘‘pain, anger, and loneli-
ness’’ in his wife Virginia Jencks, barely consulting her about their
many moves for his career and then abandoning her for another
woman after two decades of marriage (p. 186). Arguably, Lorence
treats Clint’s flaws too gingerly—perhaps out of too much admira-
tion—and Virginia emerges as the more interesting activist and sym-
pathetic character. Though Palomino’s lack of broader context at
times means it is for readers already well-versed in Western and
Mexican American history, it is a valuable biography of a labor
leader who doggedly, and successfully, stood up for his and others’
rights in the hostile red-baiting era of the 1950s.

LORI A. FLORESState University of New York at Stony Brook
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