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Book Reviews 483

classic America Is in the Heart (1946) with a 
finely detailed window into the world that 
its author, and thousands of other forgotten 
Filipinas/os, once inhabited.

Jean-Paul r. deGuzman
University of California, Los Angeles

To	March	for	Others:	The	Black	Freedom	
Struggle	 and	 the	 United	 Farm	 Workers. 
Politics and Culture in Modern America 
Series. By Lauren Araiza. (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014. x 
+ 224 pp. illustrations, notes, bibliography, 
index. $39.95, £26.00.)

One thing that the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), the 
Black Panther Party (BPP), the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), the National Urban 
League (NUL), and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) had in com-
mon—besides being prominent organizations 
of the black freedom struggle—was their rela-
tionship with Cesar Chavez’s United Farm 
workers (UFw), a predominantly Mexican 
American labor union. Using the UFw as a 
prism to illuminate how alliances formed (or 
did not form) between African American and 
Mexican American civil rights activists, To 
March for Others is a well-executed example 
of how to place these two groups’ histories 
in conversation with each other rather than 
simply placing them side by side.

the factors that birth multiracial coali-
tions, author Lauren Araiza argues, are a 
common class and geographical position, a 
compatible ideology, and the existence of 
individual “bridge leaders” who are “will-
ing to not only recognize commonalities, 
but . . . act on them” (p. 170). the book begins 
by chronicling the 1960s alliance between 
the SNCC and the UFw (then the National 
Farm workers Association). Chavez, who had 

cut his organizer’s teeth in the Community 
Service Organization (CSO), knew that 
diverse allies were essential to his union’s 
success. Mike Miller, a white SNCC staffer 
in San Francisco, saw that both organizations 
were fighting racial and economic oppression 
through the consumer boycott. the organi-
zations publicized each other’s efforts and 
exchanged staff members and strategies. the 
romance between the two fizzled, however, 
once the SNCC took on a more nationalist 
and separatist ideology.

Araiza continues unraveling the fasci-
nating complications that kept other black 
organizations from supporting Chicano 
farmworkers. NAACP executive Director 
roy wilkins enjoyed a close relationship 
with Schenley industries, one of the UFw’s 
main targets. the NUL’s connection to the 
business establishment prevented it from join-
ing the UFw boycott against Safeway. the 
SCLC’s financial ties to teamsters President 
James Hoffa led Martin Luther King Jr. to 
keep his distance from Chavez. the book 
ends with a discussion of the UFw’s alliance 
with the BPP. while Chavez endorsed Bobby 
Seale’s Oakland mayoral campaign, Seale—
the son of a labor contractor who witnessed 
farmworker exploitation firsthand—enlisted 
BPP members to fundraise and picket for the 
union. when Seale later resigned from the 
BPP, the UFw lost its bridge activist just as 
it had with the SNCC.

Some might critique Araiza’s narrow 
focus on the UFw as the singular vehicle 
for examining African American activists’ 
position on multiracial coalitions while mak-
ing little mention of other Chicano groups. 
the author admits her book is not about 
the Chicano movement per se, and readers 
should keep that in mind. that being said, 
To March for Others successfully demonstrates 
that black and brown civil rights movements 
had an incredibly relational and overlapping 
past. this book is a much-needed addition 
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to the field of comparative American civil 
rights history.

Lori Flores
Stony Brook University

Mercury	 and	 the	 Making	 of	 California:	
Mining,	Landscape,	and	Race,	1840–1890. 
Mining the American west Series. By Andrew 
Scott Johnston. (Boulder: University Press of 
Colorado, 2013. xi + 284 pp. illustrations, 
maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, 
index. $45.00.)

Andrew Scott Johnston has written a 
wonderfully eclectic book. in Mercury and 
the Making of California, Johnston makes the 
case that mercury mining and its associated 
social and economic practices played a more 
important and long-lasting role in the shaping 
of California than the more famous and more 
extensively studied gold mining, for which the 
state’s origins are legend.

Johnston’s book is, in fact, two studies in 
one. the first three chapters focus on mer-
cury mining as an economic and geographic 
activity. the second three chapters study the 
social order organized around the practice in 
nineteenth-century California.

Johnston argues that mercury produc-
tion was central in understanding the rise of 
european empires and leading families from 
the sixteenth to the nineteenth century. He 
shows how this crucial role did not change in 
California’s economy. At the heart of mercu-
ry’s power was its necessity in the processing 
and production of gold and silver, and as such, 
“whoever managed to control both the pro-
duction and the commercial use of mercury 
was on the way to tremendous riches” (p. 39).

Johnston shows how mercury’s critical 
importance to the more lucrative gold and 
silver mining also meant that when it arrived 
in California in the late 1840s—unlike gold 
mining—it was modern and industrial in 

scale. this sociotechnological fact shapes the 
second study in this book. Being industrialized 
is not so much a function of having advanced 
technologies as it is a function of organizing 
people into systematic work roles. Johnston 
shows how the european model of produc-
tion, first implanted in California along-
side the rough-and-tumble gold rush camps, 
quickly took on a social hierarchy mirroring 
the state’s racial hierarchy. Most interesting 
is Johnston’s finding, reflecting the pioneer-
ing work of tomás Almaguer, that “race, not 
class” played the most important role in shap-
ing the work and the living landscape around 
the mines (p. 139). His study details the stabil-
ity of this hierarchy through several regimes 
of mercury mining.

As a mining historian myself, i have 
some quibbles about his desire to make mer-
cury mining practices seem distinct in their 
uncertainties from other metal mining work. 
i also wanted to know more about the ore 
and its natural origins. But this is generally a 
solid study with some broad and interesting 
insights. Johnston’s larger point is well made 
and indisputable and suggests, as many of the 
best new mining history studies have done, 
that we live today in a culture and society 
shaped by the way we mine our metals and 
the metals that we mine.

Kent A. Curtis
St. Petersburg, Florida

River	City	and	Valley	Life:	An	Environmental	
History	of	the	Sacramento	Region. History 
of the Urban environment Series. edited 
by Christopher J. Castaneda and Lee M. A. 
Simpson. (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 2013. viii + 406 pp. illustrations, maps, 
table, notes, index. $27.95, paper.)

In the epilogue of this anthology, ty 
O. Smith notes “that in Sacramento nature 
pushed people and that people pushed back,” 
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